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Structure of the Talk 
•  Intro DoBeS Archive Structure 
•  Search/Browse Options 
•  Potential Problems for users 
•  Beaver Community Portal 
•  The Technology 
•  Further Entry Points into the Archive 
DOBES Documentation Programme  
•  Endangered Languages documentation program 
funded by the German VW foundation 
•  Started in 1999 with a few pilot projects, until 
now 50 large documentation projects have been 
granted 
•  Central archive for all projects at Max Planck 
Institute in Nijmegen, about 45 Terabytes of data 
DOBES Documentation Programme  
DoBeS Archive: “Traditional Access” 
•  browsing by clicking on the nodes 
•  metadata search  
•  annotation content search 
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DoBeS Archive: Potential Problems 
•  only in English 
•  very intricate metadata structure is only useful for specialist 
users 
•  not possible to know what is there at a glance  
•  too many clicks to find something 
•  community members will be easily discouraged to explore 
corpus 
⇒ the data in the archive should be available to community 
How to make access as easy as possible? 
The Idea: Community Portals 
•  provide a webinterface 
•  keep interface simple and attractive 
•  with focus on culturally important topics 
•  choose data in the archive that is relevant 
•  sort thematically 
•  use local language 
•  keep maintanance low, once the portal is set up 
•  new relevant resources should automatically appear 
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Community Portals 
•  Technology behind the portals needs to be 
generic enough to allow for a large variety of 
portals to be built with the same framework 
•  Design, layout and selection of search criteria 
need to be provided by the researchers in 
collaboration with the speech community 
•  The archiving team in Nijmegen technically 
implements the portal and hosts it (if desired) 
Metadata Search Web Service 
•  REST (REpresentational State Transfer) Web 
Service 
•  Query the metadata database via a URL 
containing a number of parameters 
•  Search result comes back as XML, which can be 
further processed inside a dynamic website 
•  New data that is added to the repository and 
matches the search criteria automatically shows 
up in the portal 
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Example: 
Metadata Search Web Service 
Beaver Community Portal 
Plone CMS 
•  Standard, open source Web Content Management 
System 
•  Written in Python 
•  Large number of add-on modules 
•  Built-in support for XML processing 
•  Written a custom content type for Plone: IMDI-
query. Sends a query to the LAT server, result 
comes back as XML and is parsed into a nicely 
formatted list of resources 
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Conclusions 
•  Different user groups have different requirements 
regarding interfaces 
•  The same archival material can be presented in 
various ways, especially when making use of XML 
based formats 
•  Web Services make it easy to use archived 
material in different online contexts in a 
programmatic way 
